A Guide To The
Marriage Ceremony

This guide is provided for you to get a feel
for the wedding ceremony and so you can
work out the details of your own wedding.

Pastor Matt Thiele, Buderim, Oct 2008

A Guide To The Marriage Ceremony

TWO IMPORTANT WORDS OF ADVICE FOR ENGAGED COUPLES

Keeping the ceremony simple will save you stress and help you stay focused on
what it is all about!
Many couples end up feeling like they never see each other before the wedding
because they are so busy planning the whole show

What follows your wedding is

much more important than the day  so start now by spending more energy
investing in the relationship than in the wedding!

WHERE TO HAVE THE CEREMONY
No matter what location you can still invite God to the wedding!
As a Lutheran pastor I am happy to perform a wedding anywhere as long as people
understand that what I do will show Gods unconditional love (grace) available in
Jesus Christ!
No matter where you choose to have the ceremony, please remember that
church is not a building - church is what happens when people connect with
God. The church is actually the people - who put their faith in God!

MUSIC
Music for the wedding is a very personal choice! Its normal to have music at the
start and end and often during the signing of the marriage register. You are also
free to have the performance of songs or the singing of songs of praise and these
can be placed at any appropriate point throughout the ceremony.

BEFORE THE CEREMONY & THE ENTRANCE
A Bridal Procession is actually optional.
1.

You can start in a variety of ways

The Groom may be waiting with pastor.
The bride arrives and walks down the aisle.

2.
3.

The Bride and Groom may simply stand together before the pastor.
Sometimes the pastor meets the Bride and Groom at the church door, the
ceremony is begun at the door before the whole party enters together during
singing/music.
can work!

If you choose this option, please speak to pastor about how this

What Happens In The Marriage Ceremony
1 OPENING
Pastor welcomes the people, says a few words introducing the marriage ceremony.
The ceremony is formally begun with the words:
In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

2 PRESENTATION
Either:

- The bride is presented to be married.
- Parents of both the bride and groom present them both to be married.

The pastor asks presenter/s to stand and asks:
Who presents N to be married? I/We do.

3 PRAYER FOR THE COUPLE
The following prayer may be used.
Pastor Matt usually prays something more personal!
Faithful God, since you established marriage, unite N and N as they make their
vows publicly to each other, and help them to remain faithful and build each other
up all their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

4 BIBLE READING/S
You may choose as few as one reading, or as many as you like! Please ask your
pastor for a new Bible so you can read these in an Australian English Bible.
Some to look at: Genesis 1:2631; Genesis 2:1824; Genesis 24:50,51,5867;
Ecclesiastes 9:710; Song of Songs 2:1013; Song of Songs 8:6,7; Isaiah 63:79;
John 2:111; John 15:712; John 15:917; Romans 8:3739; Romans 12:1,2,912;
Romans 15:57; 1 Corinthians 12:31  13:13; Ephesians 5:3133; Colossians 3:12
19; 1 John 4:711,19.

5 SERMON
I often offer a short (5 mins) and personal talk on the meaning of marriage (and the
meaning of life).

Its for you and based on the readings you choose. Sometimes we

leave the sermon out and give a slightly longer introduction that follows.

6 INTRODUCTION TO THE MARRIAGE VOWS:
The following is the traditional introduction to the vows, but its also possible to
simply say a few words at the end of the sermon to introduce what follows:
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Haven't you read that at the beginning the Creator
'made them male and female', and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they
are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let no-one
separate.

So then, N and N, our Lord promises to bless those who honour his

purpose for marriage and remain faithful to each other in it...

7 DECLARATION OF INTENT
Please choose your preferred form of declaration:
I therefore ask you: N, will you have N as your wife/husband, to live together
faithfully in marriage? Yes, I will.
OR
I therefore ask you: N, will you have N as your wife, to live together, as God has
ordained, in the state of marriage? Will you love her, comfort her, honour and
protect her, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her, as long as you both shall
live? Yes, I will.

8 THE VOWS
Please choose your preferred form of vows:
I, N, in the presence of God and these witnesses,
take you, N, to be my wife/husband;
and I promise to be faithful to you as long as we live.
OR
I, N, in the presence of God, take you, N, to be my wife;
to have and to hold from this day forward,
for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish, so long as we both shall live. This is my solemn vow.

9 EXCHANGE OF RINGS
Wedding rings are optional!
They are traditionally worn on the fourth finger of the left hand!
You may not say anything during the exchange of rings,
or choose from the following:
(N,) Receive this ring as a pledge and token
of wedded love and faithfulness.
OR
(N,) I give you this ring as a sign of our marriage
and the vows we have made today.

10 DECLARATION OF MARRIAGE
Bride and groom join right hands. The pastor places his right hand on their hands
and says:
Since N and N have promised themselves to each other before God and in the
presence of us all, I, as a servant of God and by the authority of the Commonwealth
of Australia, declare them to be husband and wife. What God has joined together,
let no-one separate.

If the bride is wearing a veil the groom may raise it here (in other words this is the
kiss!).

11 OPTIONAL EXTRAS (SOME IDEAS HERE OR YOU MAY HAVE YOUR OWN!)
a. BLESSING BY PARENTS
b. CANDLE LIGHTING
c. SYMBOLIC BINDING

OPTIONAL:

THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.
OR
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power,
and the glory.

For ever and ever.

Amen.

BLESSING OF COUPLE
May your marriage may reflect the love that God has for all of us in Jesus Christ.
And the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you always. Amen.
OR
May God bless you and keep you. May you share abundant life and drink deeply
of the richness of Gods love.

May you give nothing but happiness. May you see

your childrens children. May you have joy and laughter, and those you love always
near you. May your love together come from the heart of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

OR
May the road rise to meet you.

May the wind be always at your back.

May the

sun shine warm upon your face. May the rains fall soft upon your fields. May the
light of friendship guide your path together. May laughter grace the halls of your
home. And when eternity beckons at the end of a life well lived, may the Lord
embrace you and welcome you to the heavenly marriage feast. In the name of
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

OR
May green be the grass you walk on, May blue be the skies above you, May pure
be the joys that surround you, May true be the hearts that love you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless and keep you. Amen.

May God,

SIGNING OF THE REGISTER
The bride and groom sign the wedding certificates.
Two witnesses are also needed to sign  they can be anyone you choose.
Often the signing witnesses are the best man and matron of honour.

PRESENTATION OF THE MARRIED COUPLE
When the party returns, the pastor may say the following or similar words.
Ladies and gentlemen, I present to you Mr and Mrs N & N...

